
VANDALISM AND LITTER  
Problems of vandalism in the community persist.  Monument floodlights are 
consistently smashed and broken or kicked off the electric conduit connector, 
which require fixture replacement.  Additionally, the heads of several irrigation 
systems have been kicked off and timers have been tampered with resulting in 
no power to turn on the irrigation system. 
   

A number of teens have been seen intentionally tossing litter in the pool area 
parking lot and we continue to see litter on the common areas and trails. 
 

Help keep our community clean and a desirable place to live.  Talk to your 
family about the adverse effects of vandalism and litter in the community.  In 
the end it costs us all. 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
A garage door opener was found in the community during the week of 
September 3rd.  If you feel that this is your garage door opener, please call 
Diane Krebs at 704.588.3328 to recover it.   

  

STREETLIGHT UPDATE , written by lead petitioner, Diane Krebs 

As reported in our last newsletter, the deadline for The Waters [Moss Road 
Phase 1] final signature petition on lighting was June 21st.   Unfortunately, 
residents did not agree on the design type and declined their opportunity for 
street lighting.  The Crossings is Phase II and in order to proceed with our 
request The Waters, Roxborough, Roxborough II and Yorkshire apartments 
were solicited to sign letters of endorsement, agreeing to match the design 
type chosen by The Crossings.  On July 1st the endorsements were sent to the 
City of Charlotte and with our petition of interest already received the request 
for our design plan was sent to Duke Energy.  Typically, the design plan 
requires 45 days, but with the back log of requests it was found to still be in 
line for processing by Duke.  As soon as the plan is delivered to us, the final 
petition for signatures will immediately be circulated.   

  
Once complete and returned to the City of Charlotte, petitions of interest can 
begin for the sub divisions.  At this writing there are six residents that have 
stepped forward to volunteer to collect signatures for lighting in sub divisions 
Cedar Ridge, Ivey Ridge, Forest Ridge, Stone Ridge and the remainder of 
Hunters Ridge II.   A big thank you to Cindy Sords, Janis Huerta, Derek 
Lilley, Nini Carter, Darin Reynolds and Lori Haffner. 
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�  Community Update 

�  New to the Board of Directors 

�  Do it Yourself Project 

�  Upcoming Events 

�  Photo Gallery 

�  Crossings Social Corner 

�  Community Crime Watch 

 

 

 

 

Interested in writing an article for 
our community newsletter?  
Send an email of interest to 
Toni@thecrossingshoa.com 
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Hawthorne Management has managed our HOA 
Since March 1, 1994 and often we forget what 
they do for us.  Listed below are the services they 
provide for us: 

�  provide monthly statements of all income 
and expenses; 

�  respond and field calls from 
homeowners; 

�  complete accounting assessments; 
�  facilitate bid solicitation; 
�  provide administrative support for 

distributing newsletters and other 
mailings; 

�  maintain records and files for 538 
individual homeowners; 

�  prepare annual budgets; 
�  assistance with reserve analysis; 
�  attend and assists with annual meetings 

and board meetings as requested; 
�  pay expenses, taxes and insurances 
�  transmit and enforce our Covenants, 

Codes and Restrictions per instruction of 
the Board of Directors; 

�  handle general correspondence needs; 
and 

�  conduct monthly site inspections to 
ensure compliance with our established 
Covenants, Codes and Restrictions (of 
note: between June 2006 and June 2007, 
347 non-compliance letters were sent to 
homeowners based on violations 
discovered by Hawthorne Management, 
reported by homeowners and/or the 
Board of Directors.) 

At the end of the day, the most successful HOA’s 
are rich in partnerships established between 
homeowners, the HOA management company (in 
our case, Hawthorne Management) and the 
executive Board of Directors.  Partner with your 
HOA Executive Board and Hawthorne 
Management today to ensure the best success of 
our community.    

The Safety Committee desperately needs your help to establish Community Crime Watch programs in your 
subdivisions.  Community crime watch is needed in order to prevent the increasing crime rate in our area.  It is a proven 
fact that crime rates decrease in neighborhoods that have active community crime watch programs.  However, the police 
cannot do this by themselves. They need our help. So please, try to make time to support this very necessary 
project. Lets not wait until the situation gets totally out of control, like it has in many parts of Charlotte.  

Any persons interested in becoming involved in this very important project, please, do not hesitate to contact:  
Dave Willard, Chairman, Crossings Safety Committee 

Chairman, C.C.W. Hunters Ridge II 
Phone: 704-583-0957 

Email: davewillard@carolina.rr.com 
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To be effective, a homeowners association needs a strong 
Board of Directors that understands its role and pursues it with 
passion and a concise mission in mind.  The Board of 
Directors (“BOD”) bring continuity and order to the 
community, by preserving architectural integrity and 
maintaining the common elements of the community through 
enforcement of the community’s Covenants, Codes and 
Restrictions.  Contrary to popular belief, the BOD is not 
responsible for; providing safety (though we are concerned 
with safety in the community and have partnered with 
homeowners to take measures in an effort to keep our 
community safe); facilitating petition requests of any kind, nor 
was the BOD established to serve as a punching bag for 
homeowner frustrations.  Please take the time to review the 
community’s organizational documents, which can be obtained 
at our community website at www.thecrossingshoa.com in 
order to gain a better understanding of the role your 
Association’s BOD. 
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The Association has purchased biodegradable pet litter 
disposal bags for homewners to use to collect pet waste when 
excreted in common areas of the community.  Facilities for the 
proper disposal of dog and pet waste have been provided 
throughout the community.  However, we continue to find 
used pet litter bags thrown in and around the creek beds along 
the walking trails.  Please note that this behavior is costly not 
only to the Association who incurs unneccessary fees in having 
the pet litter removed and disposed of, but ultimately the entire 
community.  If you  or someone you know is engaging in this 
behavior, we ask that you consider the costs to the entire 
community as well as the future effects it may have on our 
homeowner association dues. 
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��� �by Dave 
Willard Safety Committee Chair 
The results of the flyer that was delivered to all residents 2 
weeks ago is as follows: The good news is; we now have 
volunteers who will attempt to establish the program, for 3 of 
our neighborhoods (Cedar Ridge, Oak Ridge, & Stone Ridge).  
When these volunteers come to your door requesting your 
support, please assist them as much as you possibly can.  The 
bad news is; we have not yet obtained any volunteers from the 
remaining neighborhoods (Forest Ridge, Hunters Ridge I, Ivey 
Ridge, & Laurel Ridge).     
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Ken Kauffman, Treasurer 
 

Carolyn Spellman, ARC 

Toni Emehel, Secretary 
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Ken Kauffman and his wife Wendy moved to Charlotte from Bowling 
Green, KY in February 2007.  Ken is employed with Tyco Electronics in 
Rock Hill, SC as a Process Engineer.  He is a graduate of Clemson 
University and an avid football fan.  Ken is excited about serving on the 
Board as Treasurer and landscape Liaison and is looking forward to meeting 
other Crossings residents.  Ken is currently serving a 2- year term, ending in 
June 2008. 
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Architectural Review (ARC) 
 
 
 
We are currently seeking residents to serve on our newly developed 
Newsletter Committee.  Anyone with interests, please contact a member of 
the Board of Directors or send an email noting your interests to 
Toni@TheCrossingsHOA.com.  
 
We are ALWAYS seeking volunteers to assist with various community 
projects and participate on our sub-committees.  Teens and college students 
are especially welcome to participate and earn valuable community service 
hours needed for graduation and/or personal achievement.  The Association 
is happy to provide letters of experience to volunteers for career and/or 
personal advancement.  Make a difference.  Join a sub-committee today.�
�
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a grand opportunity for local business owners residing within The Crossings 
community to advertise their businesses on TheCrossingsHOA.com. Please 
email your request to website@thecrossingshoa.com for approval if you are 
interested in participating.�
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Jim Wilmoth, Vice President 
 

Diane Krebs, President 
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Written by Dolores Andral, Newsletter Committee�

Besides saving money, making your own wreath is a fun project that allows you to 
bring your own personality and look into your wreath and your home. 
 
Items you will need: grapevine wreath (or straw), hot glue gun and sticks, florist or 
craft wire (thin, green), scissors, silk flowers and leaves. 
 
Lay the wreath base before you on the floor.  Before permanently affixing anything 
to the wreath, arrange the flowers and leaves around it until you reach the desired 
look.   Vary the size and color of the flowers to make the wreath visually appealing.  
Once you are comfortable with the look, you are ready to complete the project.   
 
Snip the stalks off of the flowers.  Cut about five inches of florist wire for each 
flower.  Dab a little hot glue on the back of each flower and place the wire on the 
glue. (Remember the glue will be very hot!)   It will take only seconds to dry.  Twist 
the wire around the wreath to secure flower or leaf in place.  You may wish to glue 
the flower directly onto the wreath.  But I like to use wire on the flowers because it 
allows me to remove them, either to perfect the look or to reuse the wreath.  You can 
also add bows (handmade or pre-made.)   
 
All of the items you need can be found in any craft/hobby shop (such as Michael’s) 
or your local super Walmart.  You can usually catch great sales on the silk flowers 
and wreaths.  For extra discounted savings think of using remnant silk flowers (but 
keep in mind that remnants contain all types of leftovers without rhyme or reason, 
and may not supply you with a seasonal theme (e.g. fall foliage, spring flowers etc.)  
 
The homemade wreath project can be applied to making Christmas wreaths as well.  
You can start off with a grapevine wreath base, but you would have to cover it with 
pine garland, or you can use a pre-made Christmas wreath.  Then decorate by hot 
gluing pinecones, ornaments, bows and even plastic fruit to the wreath.  Make it as 
festive as you want! 
 
This simple project shouldn’t take more than twenty minutes to complete.�
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If you are a licensed real estate 
agent or broker and have an 
interest in being a featured on 
the community website please 
email your interest to: 
Toni@thecrossingshoa.com 
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With our hectic schedules it is often hard to find time to get to know the 
people living on our street.  The Social Committee has come up with a fun and 
easy way to help you get to know your neighbors.  On Saturday, October 20th 
we have planned our own version of a progressive community dinner.  The 
idea is simple.   
 

1. Everyone will gather at the cabana at 5:30pm for a “Mixer.”  
During the Mixer, neighbors will enjoy drinks, light hor'dourves and 
share social time getting to know one another.   

2. Then you will break off into small groups of three households and 
head to the starting house on your route for the first of three rounds of 
food and drinks.   

3. Once you have finished having appetizers at the first home your group 
will progress to the second home where you will delve into the main 
dish.  

4. Finally, everyone will progress to the third home for coffee and 
dessert.   

 
Each participating household will be responsible for providing food and 
drinks for their group members (potluck if you will).  If you are interested 
in joining us for our very first progressive community dinner please send 
an e-mail to: Social@thecrossingshoa.com including:  

�  your name;  
�  the names of the people participating from your household;  
�  your address;  
�  phone number; and  
�  the name of the subdivision of The Crossings in which you live.   

 
Please respond by October 12th in order to leave enough time to make the 
schedules.  You will receive an e-mail after October 12th, letting you know 
whether you are preparing an appetizer, main dish, or dessert.  We hope you 
are able to join us!   ��  
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____________ 
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Mixer  5:30 – 6:15 
Appetizers 6:30 – 7:15 
Main Course 7:30 – 8:15 
Desserts 8:30 – 9:15 
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“…the best ever and all 
those involved should feel 

proud…”” 

�
Our annual community garage sale will be held Saturday, October 13, 2007 
beginning at 7:00am. The HOA will provide advertising in the Observer and at 
the main entrance. If your home is far back from Moss Road, you may want to 
place signs or arrows leading shoppers to your residence. Homeowners are 
encouraged to place balloons or other directions on or near their mailboxes in 
order to attract shoppers to their homes. Residents who wish to participate will be 
responsible for attaining a permit from the city. Directions for attaining a permit 
can be found at www.CharMeck.org.  A direct link has been added to our 
community website at www.theCrossingsHOA.com. The fee for this permit is 
$5.00.  
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The Crossings Social Corner is a special interest network established to develop and cultivate relationships in our 
growing community by providing opportunities for residents who share similar interests to gather and fellowship 
around those interests.  If you are interested in heading up a community social interest group please submit the 
details of your interests to the Social Committee through the community website at www.TheCrossingsHOA.com. 
 
 
 
To put it simply the 2006 season was a great success, the best ever, and all those involved should feel 
proud for the part they played.  The weather followed a similar pattern to the last couple of summers with 
hot spells through June, July, August and a warm September, wishing we could extend the season. I want 
to thank our lifeguards; you have accomplished a lot this season. Congratulations on managing our 
facilities, running special events and for some of you, learning the ropes. We hope that you have enjoyed 
your summer season. I also want to thank the pool committee and their efforts in making this year so 
successful. The BOD recognized the importance of the pool to the community and authorized numerous 
upgrades this year including new pumps for both large and kiddie pools. The BOD has also enabled us to 
order new pool furniture. We are now in a position to plan for the long-term future of the pool to include 
resurfacing the pool floor next year and a goal for building a new clubhouse in the next few years. I hope 
to see all of you next year at the pool! 

 
 
 

Saturday, November 3rd 
Cabana Area 

Beginning at 9:00am 
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Target Family Time Series performance features 
buy one, get one free! Offer good for the Friday, 
December 7th “Christmas Doll” performance only, 
and cannot be combined with any other discounts or 
offers. This beautiful holiday musical is for the entire 
family! With rich storytelling and the period detail of 
a Charles Dickens novel, this tale follows two orphan 
sisters who flee the bleak public workhouse and try to 
survive on the bitter, winter streets. Knowing her 
sister will die if they cannot find food and shelter, 
Lucy, the older and stronger of the two, gives Glory 
hope and kindles her imagination with stories from 
their happy early childhood. Inspired by these stories, 
Glory clings to a dream about a beautiful doll that 
will change their lives. When Lucy finds holiday 
work in a doll shop, it looks like their dreams might 
come true, and an act of selfless generosity leads 
them to an unexpected homecoming. Appropriate for 
ages 6 and up. Visit www.ctcharlotte.org for more 
information or call (703) 333-8983.    
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Scrabble Social Club 
Calling all crossword game enthusiasts, English 
language jocks and others in search of a stimulating 
intellectual challenge to continue the SCRABBLE® 
social group during the fall season at The Crossings.    
If you are interested in joining this group, please email 
your interest to: social@thecrossingshoa.com.  
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Compliments of the Social Committee 
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A hearty thank you to members of the Social Committee 
and regular event volunteers who served the community 
humbly thorough volunteerism throughout the 2007 
spring and summer season.  None of the events featured 
above would have been possible without the dedication of 
the following volunteers:  

Social Committee Members 
Toni Emehel, Social Committee Liaison 

Maria Lugo 
Wendy Kauffman 

Alejandra Mayorga 
Ad hoc Volunteers 

Kelly Hensley 
The Crossings Board of Directors 
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Our community continues to be 
one of the safest places to live 
in Southwest Charlotte.  
However, recent and ongoing 
criminal activity occurring 
within and around our 
community heightens concern 
for homeowners in the 
Crossings.  Our immediate 
response to recent criminal 
activity in the Crossings is 
should be to become more 
involved in the community’s 
Crime Watch Program.  We 
need Block Captains for each 
subdivision in the Crossings to 
head up community watch 
programs, such as the excellent 
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program chaired by Dave Willard in the Hunters 
Ridge II subdivision.  This subdivision just 
celebrated its third year of successfully partnering 
with the Charlotte Police Department to deter 
crime in Hunters Ridge II.  The program host an 
annual meeting each year by way of a community 
block party where residents bring covered dishes. 
 
Beginning, January 1, 2008 the Crossings 
Homeowner Association will contribute $150 
(one hundred and fifty dollars) per subdivision for 
each subdivision that establishes a Neighborhood 
Watch Program.  Once we have crime watch 
programs established in each subdivision we can 
move towards uniting all of the subdivision 
Neighborhood Watch Programs into one 
"Crossings Program".   The funds shall be 
designated to assist the residents in hosting the 
required annual meeting in order to keep our 
Neighborhood Watch Programs active.  
Accordingly, the funds would go toward 
administrative needs (such as printing cost for 
flyers), food, drinks and such for the purpose of 
hosting subdivision annual meetings.   If you are 
interested in obtaining additional information on 
Neighborhood Watch Programs or establishing a 
Neighborhood Watch Program in your 
subdivision please contact Community Safety 
Committee Chair, Dave Willard at (704) 583-
0957 or email Dave at: 
Davewillard@carolina.rr.com. ��
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The Crossings Homeowner Association is 
please to recognize Blood of the Lamb 
Deliverance Church for the extraordinary 
services provided to The Crossings community 
by giving a colorful facelift to our quarterly 
newsletter, a costs in which the Association 
would otherwise incur a cost in excess of $5,000 
to distribute to its more than 538 community 
homeowners. A heartfelt thank you for taking an 
active role in building strong communities in the 
Steele Creek area.    
�

�
###$��%&�'()�'$��* �
���������	
��
���	�������

������

������������
��	
��	����������������
��� ���!���

"�#�$������%�# �
 
�


